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farther inoculation and cultivation experiments were made
with the sweat. Proceeding in this way, Brunner injected
a culture of staphylococcus aureus into a hog, one of anthrax
into a cat, and one of micrococcus prodigiosus into a

aucking-pig. In all three cases the microbes injected
were found in the sweat, and also in the saliva. This
is an important discovery, from both practical and theo- z’

retical points of view. It gives to crises, accompanied
by profuse perspirations, which may be produced arti-

ficially or occur naturally, a still more important place than
they formerly held. It also demonstrates that there

may be great danger in allowing a patient who has been
sweating profusely to possibly reabsorb the secretion,
.and that therefore it is a good plan to employ moderate
motion with dry cloths when such a crisis occurs, and to
subject all linen and clothing capable of absorbing the sweat
to immediate disinfection. Another precaution which the
-investigation indicates i. that when an abscess is discharging
externally, or when a patient is suffering from erysipelas or
’other infectious cutaneous affection, there is great danger to
the patient himself if the linen &c. are not changed after
profuse sweats, as the micro-organisms may possibly be
absorbed by the skin. It is singular, however, that several
observers (including Mattei, Surmont, and Lille) have
failed, after numerous attempts, to find tubercle bacilli
in the sweat of phthisical patients ; so numerous have such
trials been that we may almost consider it as absolutely
proved that such migration of the bacilli does not occur.

A MEDICAL CENTENARIAN.

IN a morning contemporary of the 16th inst. is published
the following paragraph: "Mr. William Salmon of Penllyne
Court, Glamorganshire, who was born in the parish of
Wickham Market, Suffolk, on March 16th, 1790, completes
his 102nd year to-day. He is supposed to be the oldest
living Freemason, and the oldest member of the Royal
’College of Surgeons." " On reference to the College Calendar
we find the name of William Salmon under the date 1809,
in which year Thomas Keate was "Master" (there were
no "Presidents" in those days). Mr. Salmon was perhaps
’examined by Everard Home (the first "President"
and the brother-in-law and executor of John Hunter),
whose name appears in the " Court of Examiners " for 1809.
John Hunter died in 1793, so that there is still living a
member of the profession who was born before the great
- surgeon’s death the centenary of which is fast approaching.
Truly, Mr. Salmon is a most interesting link with past pro-
fessional history. Would it not be a graceful act on the
art of the Council to confer honorary distinction on their
’venerable " Member " ? 

___

THE CLEANSING OF WOOD PAVEMENT.

No one who has lived in a city during recent years will
dispute the fact that wood pavement now in such common
use, notwithstanding the comparative ease and quiet it has
introduced into the course of traffic, is open to at least one
jpermanent objection. It is, in consequence of its compara-
tively non, absorbent composition, essentially dusty, and the
dried mire and refuse of the thoroughfare, not wholly re-
moved by the boys with brush and shovel, is blown here
and there, and is a cause of annoyance to the olfactory
sense and the air-passages of any persons whose per-
ceptions have not been quite blunted by its repeated
irritation. We might speak, too, of possible risks of

contagion. Germs in endless variety may be looked for
among its particles, and if we are happily not ourselves
conscious of their mischievous influence we may attribute
this, not to their assumed absence, but rather to personal
-immunity, or more probably to the attenuating influence of
anrronnding air and sunlight. If we ask by what means
this chronic inconvenience may best be remedied, one prin-

cipal agent, water, however applied, seems alone to promise
an effective result. It has been suggested that the water-
ing cart now in use for this purpose were best superseded by
a hose worked often and regularly upon all roadways paved
with wood. The suggestion is a good one. It would, how-
ever, we fear, prove expensive both as regards the supply of
apparatus and of labour. The same end would be served,
and probably at a less cost, by supplementing the existing
agency of water carts by means of a roller brush like that
used in clearing tramway lines. Whatever the method
employed, it behoves local authorities to give the matter
their early consideration. Should we be favoured with a

period of dry, mild weather after the recent snow, frost, and
rain, we need have no doubt that March winds will early
remind us, whether in town or country, of the discomforts of
the dusty highway. -

NEURITIS FROM EXPOSURE.

. IN the new International Medical Magazine Dr. G. W.
McCaskey utters a word of warning with regard to the
early recognition and treatment of the simpler forms of
nerve inflammation. Many of these, he says, are first

regarded as cases of rheumatism or neuralgia until a sub-
acute or chronic stage has been reached, at which the
cundition is very intractable. To assist in making the
diagnosis he emphasises the importance of discovering
whether there is tenderness in the nerve trunks as well as
of attending to the etiological factors in the condition.

Amongst these exposure is conspicuous, and continuous
pressure is also to be kept in mind as a not uncommon
cause. With regard to treatment, absolute rest is insisted
upon. Even the hand, if the arm is affected, must be
rendered immobile, and the limb should be placed in the
posture which exposes the nerve trunks to least tension.
The free use of hot compresses to the limb is also recom-

mended, but in the early stage the beneficial effects of

electricity in any form are somewhat doubtful. A compress,
however, as hot as it can be borne, usually secures marked
relief from pain, and allows morphia to be for the most
part dispensed with ; and after the acute symptoms have
subsided the use of a weak galvanic current-whether

ascending or descending is of little consequence-is strongly
recommended. 

___

THE VENTILATION OF COW BYRES AND
TUBERCLE.

ANYTHING bearing upon public health which comes from the
pen of Dr. J. B. Russell is always worth careful perusal, but
he has seldom set forth more important considerations than
those which he has included in a memorandum in which he
points to the need of some modification in the existing system
for the licensing of cow-byres in Glasgow; his object being
to secure that such questions as the ventilation and the
cubic capacity to be required in cowsheds shall be con-

trolled by the sanitary authority. Throughout he holds in
view the danger which the public run of contracting tuber-
culosis through the agency of cow’s milk, and in consider-
ing, in the first instance, the necessity for maintaining the
health of the cows themselves, he quotes Professor

MacFadyean to the effect that 11 there is not a single known
fact in connexion with physiology to lead us to believe that
those animals are any more resistant to the prejudicial
influence of the effete matters they add to the atmo-

sphere than human beings are." He then recalls the
fact that the Army Regulations require 1600 cubic
feet for each horse, and that in the army horse-in-
firmaries 1900 are insisted on ; and he again quotes
Professor MacFadyean, who says that 11 probably a suitable
cubic capacity would be, for a cow or other full-grown
bovine, 1200 cubic feet." But when we come to compare


